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Help Needed in Preservation of 
Curtiss-Wright Collection 
T
he Libraries seek funding to help
preserve the Curtiss-Wright Aero­
nautical Engine Drawings Collection. 
This collection of materials from 1916 
through 1960 from the Curtiss-Wright 
Flight Systems contains nearly 26,000 
original engine drawings and 1,300 
rolls of 35mm microfilm. 
Curtiss-Wright microfilmed its draw­
ing collection in the early 1950s and 
then destroyed a portion of the originals, 
so the films contain the only existing 
record of many early drawings from the 
Wright Company. This microfilm is 
presently stored in the United States 
Air Force Museum’s film vault and is 
deteriorating rapidly due to vinegar 
syndrome. 
The Libraries’ Special Collections 
& Archives staff has contracted with a 
company to duplicate the 1,300 rolls of 
contaminated film to a silver halide film 
negative that can be used as a master 
from which to make copies. A silver 
halide film positive can then be created 
for availability to researchers. Addi-
tional costs include environmentally-safe 
destruction of the original rolls plus 
transportation costs. 
Once the film is preserved, the 
Archives’ staff will organize the collec-
tion into a research resource and create 
a detailed finding aid to ensure control 
and access to the collection. 
Preservation means new life for these 
rare and irreplaceable engine drawings. 
The drawings trace the evolution of 
both reciprocating and turbine engines 
and are a valuable resource for researchers, 
exhibit curators, restoration experts, and 
historical institutions. 
To donate toward this preservation 
effort, please contact Karin Nevius by 
calling (937) 775-2686, or email karin. 
nevius@wright.edu, or write to: Wright 
State University, Dunbar Library, 3640 
Colonel Glenn Hwy., Dayton, OH 
45435. 
An image from “Visibility Unlimited,” a bro-
chure produced by the Curtiss-Wright Corpora­
tion in 1942. 
“Researchers interested in the technological development of aeronautical 
technology during the first 50 years of heavier-than-air powered flight would 
find these drawings invaluable to tracing the evolution of both reciprocat­
ing and turbine engines. In a larger sense, these drawings are the physical 
manifestation of the engineering mind at work.” 
Dominick A. Pisano, Chair, Aeronautics Division at 
the National Air & Space Museum 




Dr. Stephen P. Foster 
T his June the WSU 
Libraries concluded 
an extremely successful 
academic year with a series 
of events that opened up 
the Libraries to the public, 
featured its resources and 
highlighted the contributions 
of the faculty. 
Last October, over 350 
university and community 
members attended “An Eve­
ning in 1903,” an historical theme event 
that showcased the Libraries, its staff and its resources. 
In January, Professor Charles Larkowski gave a delightful 
and informative musicological lecture, with the assistance 
of colleagues from the Music Department. In May, Am­
bassador and former Congressman Tony P. Hall delivered 
a moving talk about his experiences as an advocate for 
hunger relief. Ambassador Hall’s visit also provided an 
opportunity for us to thank him for the gift of his con­
gressional papers to the Special Collections and Archives. 
Professor Dan Krane of the Biological Sciences De­
partment completed the year at the June Friends of the 
Libraries’ luncheon with a fascinating presentation of 
his work on the application of DNA research to legal 
forensics. 
All of these events help to carry out a most important 
role I envision for an academic 
library, namely to function as 
an important central gather­
ing place - a cultural center 
for the University and wider 
community. Visitors to 
these events this year have 
thus seen the intersection of 
our libraries with the history 
of early 20th-century America, the history of music, con­
temporary humanitarian endeavors, and recent develop­
ments in the biological sciences. The library is the one 
place that can play host to this vast, ecumenical range of 
human learning and culture. 
I welcome this role for the library, and in the coming 
academic year we will continue our Friends’ lecture series, 
showcase WSU’s excellent faculty, and feature the library 
as an important cultural gathering place. 
Spring Quarter Student 
Awards Presented 
Spring Quarter Library Student Assistant Awards went to (from left) Tim 
Green, Jonathan Heatt, Vanessa Slagle, and Marcus Holdgrave. Not pictured 
are Nafisah Abdul-Rahim and Brittany Seaman. 
Six Library Student Assistant Awards were presented for Spring Quarter 2004 at a reception held May 20 in 
Dunbar Library. Award recipients were: 
•Nafisah Abdul-Rahim­•Tim Green 
•Jonathan Heatt­•Brittany Seaman 
•Marcus Holdgrave •Vanessa Slagle 
The Spring Quarter’s selection committee consisted of 
Friends of the Libraries ’ Board members William Cassel and 
Phyllis Heck, Library Associate Mary Healea, Reference/Web 
Librarian Piper Martin, and Associate University Librarian of 
Public Services Sheila Shellabarger. 
Since the awards began in Fall Quarter 1995, 153 awards 
have been distributed totaling $62,150. This program is 
financed through donations from the Friends of the Libraries 
and through the annual Campus Scholarship and Innovation 
Campaign. To donate to this program, please contact Karin 
Nevius at (937) 775-2686 or karin.nevius@wright.edu. 
Staff Donates to CSIC 
he Libraries’ staff once again was at the top of campus
Tparticipation in the 2004 Campus Scholarship & Innova­
tion Campaign. A total of 93% of Libraries ’ staff contributed 
$6,589. 
This high percentage is due to the hard work and creative 
efforts of Library Associate Mary Healea, Library Associate 
Diana Kaylor, and Reference/Web Librarian Piper Martin. 
The trio personally distributed pledge sheets and information to 
all 74 members of the Libraries ’ staff, hosted a pledge turn-in break­
fast, and then delivered the campus pledge thank-you gifts. 
The majority of staff donations were made to the Library 
Student Assistant Awards. Only the Campus Development 




Children’s Story Hour Part of Nat’l. Library Week 
hildren from the University’s preschool, MiniU, livened
Cup the morning at Dunbar Library on April 20 for 
National Library Week. The theme of “Something for 
Everyone @Your Library” was translated into different daily 
activities April 19-22. 
For the Story Hour, Dunbar Library Reference Specialist 
Beth Anderson called upon her alter ego, Mrs. FlutterBut­
ter, to entertain the children with interactive reading on the 
Dunbar Library fourth floor. Following her books, libraries’ 
staff offered face painting and stickers to the preschoolers and 
presented everyone with bookworm bookmarks as mementos. 
The Libraries’ other activities for the week appealed to a 
broad range of ages and interests: Musicians Steve Langemo, 
Tom Lipps, and Matt Warner performed for Java ‘n Jazz in 
the Dunbar Library Group Study Room on April 19; Political 
Science Professor Dr. Robert Adams lead a lunchtime discus­
sion titled “The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly of American 
Politics” on April 21; and Archivist Jane Wildermuth con­
ducted a lunchtime genealogy workshop on April 22 titled 
“Researching Your Past.” 
Also during National Library Week, the Dunbar Library 
unveiled its new book display in the Dunbar Library first-
floor Group Study Room featuring popular books & videos 
available in the Libraries’ collections. 
Mrs. FlutterButter, aka Reference Specialist Beth Anderson, read “I Knew 
An Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly” to a rapt audience of pre-schoolers from 
WSU’s MiniU for Children’s Story Hour held in the Dunbar Library as part of 
National Library Week. Mrs. FlutterButter was assisted by Jennifer Jones. 
Staff News
 
Archivist Jane Wildermuth published an article titled, 
“Wright State Special Collections and Archives and the Cen­
tennial of Flight,” in the Midwest Archives Conference Newsletter, 
April 2004 Issue, volume 31, number 4. 
Dawne Dewey, Head of Special Collections & Archives, 
received the Society of Ohio Archivists’ 2004 Merit Award at 
its spring meeting held in Columbus, Ohio, on April 15. The 
Merit Award is presented to individuals who have improved 
the state of archives in Ohio by excellence in deeds, actions, 
or initiatives. 
Electronics Resources Librarian Marty Jenkins participated 
in the annual meeting of the Online Computer Learning 
Center’s (OCLC) Reference Services Advisory Committee in 
Dublin, Ohio, on May 13-14. 
Bette Sydelko, Head of Reference & Instruction for Ford-
ham Library, was awarded the 2004 Medical Library Associa­
tion (MLA) Continuing Education Award at the group’s May 
meeting held in Washington, D.C. She will use the award 
to cover the costs of an online course called “Introduction to 
Biomedical Informatics” offered by Oregon Health Sciences 
University. 
Systems Librarian Leigh French was named to the plan­
ning committee for the Eastern Great Lakes Innovative Users 
Group. The group’s first conference is scheduled for Sep­
tember 2004. 
­ Staff Changes 
Douglas Kaylor, Head of Reference & Instruction, 
Dunbar Library 
 Gary Livesay, LAN Analyst II 
Jan Maxwell, Head of Collection Development 
Hello 
Vishwam Annam, Web Developer 
Changes 
Marty Jenkins, Interim Head of Technical Services 
Karen Wilhoit, Associate University Librarian for 
Collections (formerly Head of Technical Services) 
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Krane & DNA Headline Friends’ Annual Luncheon
 
D
r. Dan E. Krane of the WSU Biological Sciences de-
partment enthralled the crowd assembled for the Friends 
of the Libraries’ 25th annual luncheon held June 2 in the 
Ervin J. Nutter Center Berry Room. His topic, “CSI Dayton: 
Evaluating Forensic DNA Analysis, ” was of special interest 
to the many fans of news and television series dealing with 
crime-solving mysteries. 
Dr. Krane explained how DNA analysis is neither as 
simple or pervasive as shown on television. He explained that 
the expense involved leads investigators to be very discriminating 
in what items are selected for analysis. He also detailed the many 
ways that DNA analysis can be misconstrued. 
He founded a local business, Forensic Bioinformatics, 
Inc., whose mission is to provide efficient, timely, accurate, 
comprehensive and objective reviews and presentations of 
scientific evidence. The company works to make certain that 
correct information is provided to help discern the truth. 
Dr. Krane provided information about trials he has been 
involved in plus mysteries that are dependent upon forensic 
evaluation. 
The Friends thank the Berry Room Coordinator Lee Guild, 
Michele Heggs and her staff of Well Bread Catering, and 
Louie Kemp of the Center for Teaching & Learning for their 
skills and help this year and in past years toward the success 
of the annual luncheons. 
Photo by Roberta Bowers, WSU Center for Teaching & 
Dr. Dan E. Krane (left) talks with guests James Walker (center) and Friends’ 
Board member Dr. L. David Mirkin after his luncheon presentation June 
2. His talk about DNA analysis and the recent spate of CSI television series 
resulted in a follow-up article in the Dayton Daily News. 
Membership Has Its Privileges: 
Join the Friends of the Libraries! 
T
he Friends of the Libraries are making things happen in
the Wright State University Libraries. The group initi­
ated its quarterly lecture series in Winter Quarter 2003 to 
feature Libraries’ collections and their value to the campus. 
Each speaker is drawing larger crowds. The Winter and 
Spring quarters featured music professor Dr. Charles Lar­
kowski and Ambassador Tony P. Hall respectively. 
Become a member today to: 
receive invitations to Friends’ and Libraries’ events 
receive information about services and collections 
in the University Libraries 
•have borrowing privileges to the hundreds of 
thousands of materials available through the Libraries 
and OhioLINK (a network of Ohio colleges & 
universities) 
Your membership equally benefits the Libraries by helping 
to maintain and expand these collections, services, and pro­
grams to the campus and surrounding communities. 
To join the Friends, please call (937) 775-2380 OR ask at 




by helping the Libraries.
 
Become a Friend today!
 
Friends’ Board Members & 
Officers Elected for 2004-2005 
T
he Friends of the Libraries held its annual meeting
June 2, in the Ervin J. Nutter Center Berry Room, 
prior to the luncheon. Voted in as officers and members 

























Stephen P. Foster 





Outgoing Board members were Maria Gonzalez and Al­
ice Saidel. Ms. Saidel has served on the Board for 6 years, 
and Ms. Gonzalez for 5. The Libraries and the Friends 
thank them for their years of service. 
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Friends of the Libraries
 
Active members as of 6/15/2004 
Patron 
Stephen & Barbara Foster 
John & Helen Haddick 
William Hagenbuch 
Dennis & Elizabeth Harden 
Jack & Phyllis Heck 
Edward & Mary Jo Leach 
Jay Lance Peterson 
Supporting 
Peter & Joan Bracher 
William & Joe Anna Cassel 
Carl & Barbara Denison 
Carolyn Dorsey 
Fred & Virginia Hess 
David & Angelia Hopkins 
Martin & Melinda Jenkins 
L. David Mirkin 
Wayne & Karen Pittman 
William Rickert 
Burton & Alice Saidel 
Bette Sydelko 
James & Patricia Walker 
Roger & Chris Watson 
Marion Wright 
Sustaining 
Merrill Lynch & Company Foundation 
Nick & Joanne Apple 
Greg Bernhardt & Susan Praeger 
David Dolson & Bonnie A. Futrell 
Virginia Hanson 
James & Betsy Hughes 
Doug & Diana Kaylor 
William & Ann Lewis 
James & Pat Martin 
Terry & Shirley McKee 
James Myers & Victoria Montavon 
Mike & Marcia Muller 
Patrick & Bobbe Nolan 
Munsup Seoh 
Lewis Shupe 
Donald Beidler & Sandra Jean Slater 
William & Christine Smith 




Catherine Anette Wells 
Amanda Wright Lane 
Fred & Joyce Young 
Family 
Thomas & Judith Bartsch 
Squire & Freda Brown 
Anil & Anjali Chaudhary 
Louis & Patsy Falkner 
Daniel & Rita Heale 
Michael & Tammy Johnson 
William & Cynthia King 
Russell & Rachel Klopfer III 
Marc & Sandra Low 
Ronald & Sandra Nischwitz 
Mary Normile 
Donald & Judy Pabst 
Andrew & Deborah Scholes 
Sheila & Randy Shellabarger 
John & Kathryn Skarzynski 
Jeanne Smith 
William & Megan Stoddard 
Jeff & Valerie Underwood 
Jeffrey & Susan Wehmeyer 
Charles & Maef Woods 
Individual 
Jane-Ruth Achbach 





John & Gloria Barton 
Jerry Beam 
Fredrick Beaman 




Benito Peter Botteri 
Roberta Boyd 
William Brailey 











































Philip Eugene Fraley 
Dorothy Franke 

















Martha Hild Hickman 




















































































John & Evelyn Warlick 












Ambassador Hall Headlines Friends’ Spring Lecture 
ore than 150 people turned out to
Mhear Ambassador Tony P. Hall 
discuss his work with the United Nations 
for the Friends of the Libraries ’ spring 
quarter lecture held May 18 in Dunbar 
Library. 
The Ambassador talked about his work 
with hunger relief programs and improv­
ing international human rights conditions. 
He shared his observations from travels 
throughout Africa and India that lead to 
his current work as a U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations Agencies for Food and 
Agriculture. 
During a question-and-answer period 
following his talk, Ambassador Hall 
emphasized that people needn’t travel far 
away to help others. He said that hunger 
and troubles exist everywhere and that 
people can serve by helping their own 
neighbors. “If you have an invalid neigh-
bor who can’t get out to run errands, they 
need a hot meal. Do what’s in front of 
you. If you sit by a student who’s lonely, talk to them. Be their 
friend. Do what’s in front of you.” 
Exhibits from the Tony P. Hall Collection were displayed 
for the event. Ambassador Hall donated his papers from 24 
years on the U.S. House of Representatives serving the Third 
District of Ohio to the University Libraries’ Special Collec-
tions and Archives in 2003. 
Photo by Roberta Bowers, WSU Center for Teaching & Learning
Ambassador Tony P. Hall’s family was instrumental in bringing him to the University Libraries for the
Friends of the Libraries’ most successful lecture on May 18. The Ambassador was with (from left) his uncle & 
aunt Fred & Virginia Hess, his mother Anne Hall, and (sidling in on the right) close friend of the Libraries’ 
August Exhibit Featuring Miami Valley Inventors 
By Ran Raider 
Patent & Trademark Reference Specialist 
echnological innovations of the Miami Valley area will be
Tfeatured in a Dunbar Library exhibit celebrating August 
as National Inventors Month. 
In particular, the exhibit will spotlight the 
inventions of native Daytonian John L. Janning. 
Mr. Janning is the inventor of the liquid crystal 
molecular alignment invention which perfected the 
liquid crystal display and made possible the large-scale 
manufacturing of LCDs back in the early 1970s. In 1974, he 
invented the pixel technology that is used in today ’s plasma 
televisions. The exhibit will include some of Mr. Janning’s 
inventions, including the original LCD. 
The University Libraries were designated a U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Depository Library by the U.S. Patent and Trade­
mark Office in July, 2000. The collection of more than 6.8 
million patents stored on DVDs is the most complete and 
compact collection of technological information in the world. 
For more information on the Patent & Trademark Deposi-
tory Library collection at the University Libraries, please contact 
Ran Raider, Patent & Trademark Reference Specialist, at (937) 
775-3521 or ran.raider@wright.edu.
Photo by Ran Raider 
Daytonian John L. Janning will be one of the local inventors featured in the 
Patent Month Exhibit in Dunbar Library in August. Samples of his and other
inventions will be displayed. 
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What’s Going On in the Archives? 
News from the University Libraries’ Special Collections & Archives 
John & Gloria Barton Donation­
Helps with Collection Processing  
John and Gloria Barton of 
maha, Nebraska, 
established the John and 
Gloria Barton Aviation 
History Processing Fund 
earlier this year. This fund 
enables Special Collections 
and Archives to hire graduate 
students in the WSU Public 
History Master’s degree pro­
gram to work in the archives 
processing aviation history 
manuscript collections. 
The first student to be hired through this fund is Tasha 
Hairston who will complete her Public History degree in the 
fall. Tasha has been processing the Hans von Ohain Papers. 
Von Ohain and Sir Frank Whittle were co-inventors of the 
jet engine. Mr. von Ohain ’s papers, donated last year by his 
wife, Hanny, include correspondence, technical reports and 
articles, photographs, and engine drawings. 
The Barton Fund will allow the Libraries to continue to 
preserve and provide access to important aviation history col­
lections. 
Online Course References Digital Pho­
to Project as Successful Example 
he Wright Brothers in Photographs Digital Project
Tcompleted by Special Collections & Archives in 2003 
will be featured in an online course titled “Developing Digital 
Projects” for WebJunction (www.webjunction.org), an online 
portal for librarians and library staff. 
WebJunction is a joint project lead by the Online Com­
puter Library Center and funded through a grant from 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. The software and 
course develoment service company Isoph, a project partner, 
is responsible for the Learning Center section of WebJunc­
tion. Isoph’s Director of Creative Services Christian Oliver is 
designing the course to help librarians and library staff to plan 
and implement successful digital projects. 
Mr. Oliver intends to reference the Wright Collection as 
an example of a successful digital project. The course will be 
available for free on the WebJunction site to any registered 
member. Site membership is free as well. 
Retired musicians from the Dayton Philharmonic (from left) Bill Scutt 
Photo by Dawne Dewey 
(violin), Emma Louise Odum (viola), and Bill Foster (flute) spent several 
hours in the Archives in June helping the Archives’ staff to identify 
people and dates in photographs from the Dayton Philharmonic Orches­
tra Collection. 
Exhibits in the Libraries 
Current Archives’ exhibits in the Libraries include: 
Dunbar Library 
•The Caproni Connection featuring items on loan from the 
Contessa Maria Caproni in Italy. Her father was aviation 
pioneer Gianni Caproni. The display includes a rare sculp­
tured clock presented to Wilbur Wright from the city of 
Rome in 1909. 
•The Medium is the Message - evolution of multimedia 
Records Information & Management Month 
Dayton YMCA - from the Dayton YMCA Collection 
History of the Olympic Games: From 776 B.C. to 2004 A.D. 
Fordham Library 
30th Anniversary of the WSU College of Nursing & Health 
The Special Collections & Archives’ volunteers were recognized for National 
Volunteer Week (April 18-24) at the National Library Week staff reception held 
April 23. (front, from left) Volunteers Robert Semler and Richard Hoener are 
surrounded by their Archives’ cohorts (back, from left) Toni Jeske, Jane Wilder­
muth, Dawne Dewey, and Tim Binkley. Not pictured are volunteers Richard 
7 
Karen Wilhoit Named 
AUL of Collections 
Karen Wilhoit was 
named Associate 
University Librarian for 
Collections effective July 
1. She is responsible for all 
aspects of Collection De­
velopment and Technical 
Services. She will super­
vise a Technical Services 
department head who will 
directly oversee depart­
mental activities. 
Karen has been with 
the University Libraries 
since March 1992, first 
as Head of Cataloging which evolved into Head of Bib­
liographic Control and then Head of Technical Services. 
She received Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees 
in English from Western Kentucky University, and a 
Master of Library Science from Indiana University. Elec­
tronic Resources Librarian Marty Jenkins will serve as Interim 
Head of Technical Services. 
-Legacy Book Program-
Spring Quarter Donations 
T
he following books were purchased through the
Legacy Book Program in Spring Quarter 2004. 
In thanks to Robert S. Copeland: 
•France and the Holy Land: Frankish Culture at the 
End of the Crusades 
•Day of Reckoning: Power and Accountability in Medi­
eval France 
In honor of Madalyn Rose Jenkins: 
•Shakespeare’s Songbook 
•Dvorak to Duke Ellington: A Conductor Explores
 
America’s Music & Its African American Roots
 
In memory of Ruth Wehmeyer: 
•Sara and Eleanor The Story of Sara Delano Roosevelt 
and Her Daughter-in-law, Eleanor Roosevelt 
In honor of the WSU Librarians: 
•Helene Cixous: Writing and Sexual Difference 
•Rogues and Early Modern English Culture 
•Troubled Vision: Gender, Sexuality, and Sight in Medieval 
Text and Image 
For additional information, please contact Karin Nevius 
at (937) 775-2686 or karin.nevius@wright.edu. 
